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THE FIRST PIONEER FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA. 
By A. C. Quisenberry. 


Virginia was sett!ed at James- 
town in May, 1607, under the au- 
spices of the London Company, 
which continued to control the in- 
fant colony until 1624-5, when the 
charter of the company was revoked 
and the government of the colony 
was vested in a governor and coun- 
cil appointed by the King, together 
with a General Assembly composed 
of the governor and council, and a 
House of Burgesses elected by the 
people. The House of Burgesses 
soon became the real governing 
power. 

During the greater part of the 
time that the London Company held 
sway the right of holding private 
property in the soil of Virginia did 
not exist, except in rare instances. 
The general record of patents to 
land begins in the year 1623. Dur- 
ing the time that the affairs of the 
colony were in the hands of the 
Company—that is, for the seven- 
teen years between 1606 and 1624— 
the conditions for receiving a grant 
of land were either meritorious ser- 
vice of some kind (to be determined 
by the colonial authorities), or the 
emigration of the patentee to Vir- 
ginia in person, or the transporta- 
tion to the colony of some person or 
persons at the patentee’s expense, 
or the purchase of a share of stock 
in the Company. Whoever paid the 
charges for transporting an emi- 
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grant to the colony, the emigrant 
being either the patentee himself, 
a member of his own family, or his 
own servant, or any one else, was 
entitled to patent fifty acres of land 
as a ‘‘headright’’ pertaining to the 
emigrant thus brought to settle in 
Virginia. Population was the great 
desideratum at that time, and this 
certain means of securing it was 
adopted. The importation of head- 
rights was the usual means of ob- 
taining patents; for during the first 
century of Virginia’s existence the 
right to purchase the public lands 
with money did not exist. Multi- 
tudes of young men in England 
came over to Virginia as head- 
rights, many of whom were of su- 
perior social status and men of 
more or less means, and their de- 
scendants are today among the best 
and most prominent people in the 
United States. Young men of ad- 
venturous spirit eagerly assigned 
their headrights to land in order 
that they might go to seek their for- 
tunes in the strange and wonderful 
country ‘‘beyond the sunset’s rim”’ 
in the new world beyond the seas. 
Their friends and relatives, or oth- 
ers, who desired to patent large 
tracts of land in Virginia induced 
many other headrights to come; and 
some ship captains made a regular 
traffic and speculation of importing 
emigrants, and first and last each 
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of these brought many hundreds of 
them, the emigrants assigning their 
headrights in payment for their 
passage to the new country. 

After the dissolution of the Lon- 
don Company the acquisition of ti- 
tle to land by meritorious services 
played but a small part in the his- 
tory of Virginia patents; but the 
headright became the principal ba- 
sis of title, and continued to be such 
until the right to purchase the pub- 
lic lands with money was estab- 
lished early in the eighteenth cen- 
tury; and the headright system even 
then remained in foree during the 
whole colonial period, or until the 
beginning of the Revolutionary 
War. 

The records of land patents in 
Virginia begin with the year 1625— 
that is, seventeen vears after the 
founding of the first permanent 
English settlement in America at 
Jamestown, and only a few years 
after the right of holding private 
property in the soil of Virginia was 
conferred upon societies and indi- 
viduals—and they continue with un- 
broken continuity down to the pres- 
ent day. They are the most valua- 
ble records now in existence in the 
United States, for they contain the 
names of the founders of the repub- 
lic, and much information about 
them. 


Those old records of incalculable 
value have never been published, 
even in a condensed or an abbrevi- 
ated form, though their importance 
as a basis or starting point of Amer- 
ican genealogy would justify many 
times over the expense of their pub- 
lication. Not long ago there was 
published a book which purported 
to be a list, alphabetically ar- 
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ranged, of the names of all the head- 
rights brought over to Virginia by 
patentees of land between the years 
1623 and 1666; but the period actu- 
ally included in the book was only 
the years between 1635 and 1657, 
inclusive — twenty-two years. In 
this work the headrights (some 
16,000 in number) are listed in al- 
phabetical arrangement, and in each 
instance the name of the patentee 
who imported the headright is giv- 
en; and there are about seventeen 
hundred of these patentees. As 
these are subordinated in the book 
entirely to the alphabetical arrange- 
ment of the names of the headrights 
it is like hunting for the proverbial 
needle in a haystack to try to find 
the name of any particular patentee 
in the book. In the subjoined list I 
have remedied that matter by ar- 
ranging lexicographically the names 
of those seventeen hundred pat- 
entees; and this is the first time 
their names have ever been pub- 
lished in such a list, although there 
is a complete index of them in man- 
uscript in the Virginia Land Office. 
It is a well-known fact that more 
than three-fourths of the first set- 
tlers of Kentucky were from Vir- 
ginia; and reading this list of sev- 
enteen hundred of the first land pat- 
entees in the Old Dominion is much 
like calling the roll of the names of 
the first settlers of Kentucky—and 
for that reason alone the publica- 
tion of the list in The Register of 
the Kentucky State Historical So- 
ciety seems not only justifiable, but 
imperative. 

Owing to climatic and other con- 
ditions to which they were unused, 
a great majority of the very earli- 
est emigrants to Virginia died soon 
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after their arrival—that is, those 
who came from 1607 to 1627. Up to 
June 10, 1610, the number of emi- 
grants who had come was_ about 
800. Between that date and De- 
cember, 1618, 1,000 others arrived, 
making a total of 1.800 persons; and 
of this number 1,200 had died, leav- 
ing 600 survivors as the population 
of Virginia in December, 1618. In 
the interval between that date and 
November, 1619 (about a year),some 
840 emigrants arrived, who made 
(with the 640 survivors) 1,440 per- 
sons; and of these 540 had died, 
leaving 900 survivors as the popula- 
tion of Virginia in November, 1619. 
Between November, 1619, and Feb- 
ruary, 1625, there came to the colo- 
ny 4,749 emigrants, making (with 
the 900 survivors) a total of 5,649; 
and of these 4,624 had died or had 
been assassinated by Indians in the 
massacre of 1622, thus leaving a 
population of only 1,095 persons 
living in Virginia on February 20, 
1625, when a census was taken. Out 
of a total of 7,389 persons who had 
settled in Virginia up to February 
20, 1625, the great number of 6,294 
had died or had been killed by the 
Indians before that date. After 
that date, the forests having been 
opened and the general health con- 
ditions greatly improved in many 
ways, the violent fluctuations of 
population which had marked the 
early years came to an end; and 
there was a_ slow but steady in- 
crease. In 1629 the population of 
Virginia was about 3,000; in 1634, 
about 5,000; in 1649, about 15,000; 
and in 1656, it was about 25,000, of 
whom about 1,000 were negroes. 
The subjoined list covers about 
1,700 patentees of Jands, who 
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brought over rather more than 
16,000 headrights, so that the total 
number of emigrants to Virginia 
between 1635 and 1656 (the years 
covered by the list) was about 
18,000, and these may be consid- 
ered as really the ‘‘first families of 
Virginia’’—the original founders 
of the republic—and nearly every 
one of those people has numerous 
descendants in Kentucky today. 
Those descendants may rest assured 
that their ancestors named in the 
list of patentees had settled in Vir- 
ginia at least as early as the date 
of their patents; and in numerous 
instances they had settled there at 
still earlier dates. 


During the years covered by the 
list the population of Virginia was 
congregated along the coast and in 
the tidewater section of the colony. 
A few words about the counties 
then existing in the Old Dominion 
may be interesting to those Ken- 
tuckians who may find ancestors in 
this list of patentees. In the very 
beginning the political units were 
settlements along the James River, 
which were called cities, boroughs, 
towns, plantations, and hundreds. 
In 1619 these scattered settlements 
were assembled into four large cor- 
porations, with a capital city in 
each, to-wit: (1) The corporation 
of Elizabeth City; (2) the corpora- 
tion of James City; (3) the corpora- 
tion of Charles City; and (4) the 
corporation of Henrico. In 1634, 
these corporations were abolished, 
and the whole of Virginia was di- 
vided into eight counties, namely: 
(1) Elizabeth City County; (2) 
Warrasquinoke (more _ properly 
Warrascoyack) County; (3) War- 
wick County; (4) James City Coun- 
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ty; (5) Charles City County; (6) 
Henrico County; (7) Charles River 
County, the name of which was soon 
changed to York County; and (8) 
Accomae County. In 1637, a por- 
tion of Elizabeth City County was 
organized into New Norfolk Coun- 
ty, which immediately thereafter 
was divided into Upper Norfolk 
County and Lower Norfolk County. 
In 1645, the name of Upper Nor- 
folk was changed to Nansemond; 
and in 1637, the name of Warras- 
covack (Warrasquinoke) was 
changed to Isle of Wight County. 
The other counties named in the ac- 
companying list of patentees were 
organized as follows: Gloucester 
from York in 1642; Northampton 
from Accomac in 1643; Northum- 
berland in 1648 from hitherto unor- 
ganized territory, then first set- 
tled; Lancaster from Northumber- 
land in 1652; Surry from James 
City in 1652; Westmoreland from 
Northumberland in 1653; and New 
Kent from York in 1654. 
* * * * * 

The list of patentees of lands in 
Virginia now follows. The name of 
each patentee is given, followed by 
the county in which he lived or in 
which he located the land, and the 
year in which the patent was 
granted. In many instances the 





Register of the Kentucky State Historical Society, 


county in which the land was taken 
up is not stated. 

It will be observed that, on ac- 
eount of variations in the spelling 
of the same name, there are many 
duplications of names on the list. 
For instance, the ancestor of the dis- 
tinguished Richard H. Menefee, of 
Kentucky, appears on this list un- 
der the various forms of George 
Menefy, George Menifye, George 
Minifie, George Minifye, and George 
Mynifie, but never as Menefee. 
There is no other name on the list so 
variously spelled, except that of 
Colonel John Mottrom, who appears 
as Maltrum, Matron, Mattrum, Mot- 
trom, and Mottrow. Usually, how- 
ever, there are only two variations 
of the spelling of a name, where 
there are any at all. 


Since the above was written, I 
have made, from another source, a 
list of the patents granted during 
the years 1623-1634, inclusive; and 
the two lists combined give the 
names of the patentees from 1623 
to 1656, inclusive—the first thirty- 
four years during which land was 
patented to citizens of the colony of 
Virginia. This last-named list 
(which is printed first) includes 134 
patentees, who, it appears, brought 
over only about 350 headrights. 


PatTENTEES OF LANDS IN VIRGINIA DURING THE YEaRS 1623-1634 INcLUSIVE. 


Allington, Elizabeth 
City, 1624, 

Anderson, William, planter; Accomac, 
1628. 

Arundel, Peter, planter; Elizabeth City, 
1624, 

Arundell, John, Gent.; Elizabeth City, 
1632. 

Atkins, Richard, planter; 1632. 

Averie, John, planter; Warwick fiver, 
1630. 


Lieutenant Giles; 
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Ball, Richard, planter; 
1627. 

Barnes, Launcelot, Gent.; Elizabeth City, 
1633, 

Barrington, Robert, planter; James City, 
1632. 

Bentley, William, planter; Elizabeth City, 
1624, 

Blow, John, planter; Accomac Plantation, 
1624, 


Elizabeth City, 
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Bonall, James, vigneror; Elizabeth City, 
1627. 

Bouldin, Thomas, yeoman and ancient 
planter, Elizabeth City, 1624, 


Branch, Christopher, planter; Henrico, 
ne ahs Robert, Accomac Plantation, 
ae ile Captain Hugh, mariner; York, 
Burmbam, John, Gent.; Elizabeth City, 


Bush, John, Gent.; Elizabeth City, 1624. 

Cheeseman, John, Gent.; Elizabeth City, 
1624. 

Chew, John, merchant; James City, 1624. 

Christmas, Doctoris; Elizabeth City, 1627. 


Clause, Pettiplace planter; Warwicks- 
queake, 1626, 
Claybourne, William, Gent.; Elizabeth 


City, 1624. 
Clements, Jeremiah, planter, 1633, 
cester of Mark Twain.) 


(An- 


Coleman, Henry, planter; Elizabeth City, 1634 


1634. 

Coney, Henry, Gentleman; 1632. 

Conner, William, planter; Elizabeth City, 
1634. 

Cookesey, William, Elizabeth 
City, 1628. 

Cox, Hugh, planter; Charles City, 1634. 

Cox, William, planter; Elizabeth City, 
1628. 

Crashaw, Captain Rawleigh, Gent.; EPliza- 
beth City, 1623. 

Cripps, Zachariah, 
River, 1628. 

Davis, Thomas, planter; Warwicksqueake, 
1633. 

Dawes, William, planter; 1632, 

Delmajor, Thomas, joiner; James City, 
1628, 

Dilke, Captain Clement; Accomac Planta- 
tion, 1627. 

Dixon, Adam, yeoman; James City, 1627. 

Eaton, Thomas, planter; Elizabeth City, 
1634. 

Epes, Captain William; Accomac Plan- 
tation, 1626. 

Felgate, Captain Robert, Gent.; 1632. 

Felgate, Captain Toby, mariner; 1632. 

Flint, Lieutenant Thomas; Warwick 
River, 1628. 

Flinton, Pharaoh, Gent. and ancient plant- 
er, Elizabeth City, 1624. 

Floyd. Walter, carpenter; Martin’s Hun- 
dred, 1632. 

Godby, Thomas, yeoman; Elizabeth City, 
1624. 

Graves, Captain Thomas; Accomac Plan- 
tation, 1628, 

Banos Captain Ralph, Esq.; James City, 
1624. 


planter; 


planter; Warwick 
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Hampton, William, Elizabeth 
City, 1627. 
oo William, planter; Warwick River, 
1628, 
Harvey, Captain John; James City, 1624. 
Harvey, Thomas, tailor; James “ity, 1633. 


mariner; 


Harwood, Nicholas, cooper; Elizabeth 
City, 1634. 
Harwood, Thomas, Gent.; Warwick 


River, 1632, 


ae Joseph, planter; Elizabeth City, 


weet Walter, planter; Elizabeth City, 


ee Gabriel, yeoman; James City, 
Hoskins, Bartholomew, ancient planter; 
Elizabeth City, 1624. 
Hoskins, Nicholis, 
Plantation, 1626, 
“eo Thomas, Gent.; James City, 


Houfzh, Francis; Upper New Norfolk, 


yeoman; Accomac 


Howe, John, Gent., Accomac Plantation, 
1628. 
Johnson, John, 
planter; 1624. 
Jones, Elizabeth; Point Comfort. 1628. 
Joneg, Rice, planter; Elizabeth City, 1628. 


Key, Martha; Warwick River, 1626, 

Knott, James; Elizabeth City, 1632. 

LaGuard, Elias, vignerone; Elizabeth 
City. 1627, 

Lavdon (or Layton), John, ancient plant- 
er; James City, 1628, 
Lowther, Bridget, 

1632. 

ao Lieutenant Albino; Elizabeth City. 
Lupo, Elizabeth, wife of Albino Lupo; 

Elizabeth City, 1624. 

ie John, old planter; James City, 


yeoman and_ ancient 


widow; James City, 


wee Robert, planter; James City, 
ietenety. George, merchant; James City, 


Milnehowse, John; 1632. 
Moone, John; Warwicksqueake, 1633. 
Moore, Leonard; 1633. 

woe John, merchant; Elizabeth City, 
Pace, George: James City, 1628. 


Passmore, Thomas, carpenter; James 
City, 1624, 
Peppet. Lieutenant William; Warwick 


River, 1627. . 
Perry, Elizabeth; James City, 1628. 
Phillips, Elmer; Elizabeth City, 1632. 
Pole, David, vigneror, “of the country of 

France,” Elizabeth City. 1627. 

Poole, Robert, Gent.; 1627, 





Register of the Kentucky 


62 


Powell, John, yeoman; 
1624, 

Purifoy, Thomas, Esq.; 1631. 

Purfury, Lieutenant Thomas; 
City, 1628. 


Elizabeth City, 


Elizabeth 


Race, Roger, carpenter; Martin’s Hun- 
dred, 1622. 

Robins, John, Jr.: Elizabeth City, 1632. 

Roe, Nicholas, planter; Elizabeth City, 
1628. 

Rocte, Abraham; James City, 1634, 

Russell, John; 1634, 

Saltord, John, planter; Elizabeth City, 
1624 

Salford, Robert, yeoman; Elizabeth City, 
1624, 

Sand:s (sands), George, Esq.; James 
City, 1624, 

Savadee, Thomas, carpenter; Accomac 
Plantation, 16:2. 

Saunders, Roger, mariner; Accomac 
Plantaticn, 1628, 

Savage, Hannah; Accomac Plantation. 
1627. 

Shurley, Daniel: Charles City, 1623. 


Smal'wood, Matthew, merchant; Charles 
City, 1634, 

Smith, John: Warwicksqueake, 1633. 

Smith. Captain Roger; James City, 1624. 


Smith. Thomas, carpenter; Martin's 
Wundred, 1632. a 
Smith, William; Accomac Plantation, 
1629, 

Southerne, John, planter; James City, 
1627. 


Spencer, William, yeoman and_ ancient 
planter; James City, 1624. 
Spillman, Thomas, Gent.; Elizabeth City, 


1624, 
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Stafford, William; Warwick River, 1634. 

Stephens, Richard; James City, 1623. 

Stockden (or Stockton), Jonas, minister: 
Elizabeth City, 1627, 

Sully, Thomas, ancient planter, 
City, 1624. 


James 


Sweete, Robert, Gent.; Elizabeth City, 
1628. 

Symonds Gilbert; Elizabeth City, 1634. 
Talman, Sylvester, carpenter; Martin's 


Hundred, 1632. 


Taylor, John, yeoman; Elizabeth City, 
1624. 

Thompson, Maurice, Gent.; Elizabeth 
City, 1624. 

Thorowgood, Mr, Adam, Gent.; James 
City, 1654. 

Tree, Richard, carpenter; James City, 
1624, 


Tucker, Captain William, Elizabeth City, 
1624, 

Tyas, John; 1634, 

Vtie, Ensign John; 

Ward, John; 16383, 

Ward, Seth; 1604. 

Waters, IcSdward, Gent.; 
1624. 

Watts, Thomas, Flizabeth City, 1634. 


1624, 


Elizabeth City, 


Webb, John, mariner; Accomac  Planta- 
tion, 1627. 

Willoughby, Fnsign Thomas, Gent.; 
Elizabeth City, 1628, 

Windmill, Christopher, planter;  Eliza- 


beth City, 1628. 
Wright, Robert, planter; James City, 1627, 
Yeardiey, Sir George, Knight; James 
City, 1624, 


PatTeNnTEEs OF Lanps IN VirGinta DuRING THE YEARS 1635-1656, IncLUstve 


Abbott, George; Nansemand, 1656. 
Abhott, Samuel: 1642; Nansemond, 1645. 
Abrahall, Capt. ‘Robt.; Gloucester, 1653. 
Abrall, Mr. Robert, York, 1651. 

Absall. Robert: York, 1651. 

Addison, Alexander: 1653. 

Addison, Thomas: New Norfolk, 1637. 
Addins, George; 1642. 

Adkins, George; 1642, 

Adleoton, John; 1654, 

Addleston, John; 1654, 

Allen, Arthur; James City, 1649, 
Allen, Hugh; Charles River, 1638, 
Allen, James; Northumberland, 1651. 
Allen, Richard; Northampton, 1654. 
Allen, Riehard; Elizabeth City, 1652. 
Allen, Tho.: Lower Norfolk, 1652. 
Allumby, George; 1653. 

Almond, Samuel; Henrico, 1639. 
Anderson, David; Westmoreland, 1655. 
Andrews, Wm.; Accomac, 1635. 


Google 


Andrews, Major Wm.,; Northampton, 

1654. 
Anorke, James: 1650, 
Ap Thomas, William; 1652, 
Armesbee, John; Northumberland, 1650. 
Armestead, Wm.; Elizabeth City, 1636. 
Armestead. Mr. William; 1651. 
Armie, John: Warrasquinoke, 1635. 
Arnwood, Roger; James City, 1638, 
Arrorke, James; 1650. 
Ashamb, John; Upper New Norfolk, 1646, 
Ashby, John; 16538. 
Ashcomb, John; Upper Norfolk, 1646. 
Ashley, Christopher; Nansemond, 1656. 
Ashley, John; 1653, 
Ashton, Mr, Walter; Charles City, 1638. 
Ashwell, Henry; 1650, 
Askten, Mr, Walter; Charles City, 1638. 
Aston, Walter, Gent.; Charles City, 1643. 
Atkinson, Matthew; New Norfolk, 1637. 


Augley, David; Accomac, 1633, 
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Austin, Ferdinando; Charles City, 1653. 
Axby, Thomas; Northumberland, 1651. 
Axom, Richard; 1650. 

Ayres, John; 1655. 

Bacon, Nathaniel; Isle of Wight, 1652. 
Bacon, Wm.; Northumberland, 1654. 
Bagnall, James; Lower Norfolk, 1643. 
Bagnall, John: Westmoreland, 1654, 
Bagwell, Thomas; Charles City, 1642. 
Bahe, Thomas; Upper Norfolk, 1646, 
Baher, I.awrence; James City, 1644. 
Bailie, Thomas; Charles City, 1635. 
Fake, Lawrence: James City, 1644, 
Faker, John; Charles City, 1637. 

Vaker, John: Henrico, 1636. 

Baker, Lawrence; James City, 1644, 
Baker, Mr. Martin; New Kent, 1656, 
Baker, William: Charles City, 1638. 
Kaldridge, James; Northumberland, 1651. 
Baldridge, Capt. Tho.; Northumberland, 


1651, 


Paldwin, John; Northampton, 1638. 
Raldwin, Mr, Wm.: York, 1653. 
Pallard, Henry: 1642. 

Ballard. Mr. Tho.; Gloucester, 1655. 
Bannister, William; 1638. 

Barbar, Renedick. Gent.; 1650. 

Barber, John; 1653, 

Parber, Wm.; Charles City, 1635. 
Barcroft, Charles: Isle of Wight, 1637. 
Barcroft, Elizabeth; Isle of Wight, 1647. 
jarker, Wm.; Charles City, 1638. 
Barlow, John; 1653, 

Parlow, Henry: 1652, 1655. 

Barlowe, Mr, Ralph; Northampton, 1649. 
Parnaby, James; Northampton, 1653. 
Rarnard, Thomas: Warwick River, 1637. 
Barnard, Wm., Esq.; Isle of Wight, 1642. 
Barnes, Agnes; Northampton, 1653. 
Farnes, Wm., Esq.; Isle of Wight 1642. 
Barnett, Mrs. Anna; Gloucester, 1642. 
Barnhouse, Mr, Richard, Jr.; Gloucester, 


1653 


Barret, William; 1648. 

Parrow, John; Surry, 1653. 

Pasoneth, James: York, 1643. 

Bathashv (or Bathalsy), Miles; North- 


ampton, 1649, 


Patlin, Ashwell; York, 1651. 

Rattin, Ashwell; York, 1651, 1657. 
Fatts. John; James City, 1643. 
Baugh, John; Gent.; Henrico, 1645, 
Bauldry, Robert: York, 1652. 

Ravles. John; 1642, 

Bayley, Robt.; Northampton, 1653. 
‘Bayly, Arthur; Henrico, 1637, 

Payly, Richard; 1641, 1651. 

TRayly, Richard; Northampton, 1637. 
Raytes. John: Northumberland, 1650. 
Raywell, Thomas; 1635. 

Ravwerth, John: 1652, 

Pea, Christopher; Elizabeth City, 1639. 
Peach, Wm.;Westmoreland, 1654. 
Beale, John; 1642, 
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Peard, Wm.; James City, 1635. 

Beast, Thomas; Elizabeth City, 1635. 
Beausteed, Tho.; James City, 1636. 
Bebey, John; 1652, 

Bebey, John; Lancaster, 1653, 

Rebram, William; 16533. 

3eerboge, Tho.; Upper New Norfolk, 

1638. 
leerbye, Tho.; Upper New Norfolk, 1638, 
Bell, John; Charles River, 1639. 

Bell, Richard; James City, 1638, 

Bell, Thomas; Northampton, 1654. 
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